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BEN EF ACTIONS for the Uſe of the 
Circulating Felch Charity Schools may be ſent 
u Gentlemen 3 vix. 


IR Joun Tuonxorp Bart. at Cranwell, Lincoln- 


Hire; 
The Honourable Sir Joun PRHIIIrSs, Bart. of 
Pifon-Caſtle, Pembrokeſhire ; 


The Rev. Dr Hates, at Teddington, Middleſex ; 

Sir Fx AN cis GosLinG, Knt. and Alderman of Londen, 

Banker, in Fleetftreet ; 

The Rev. Mr James SPARRow, at Bath; 

Dr SToxnnovuse, at Northampton ; 

William BuTLER of Buerton, near Nantwich in 
Cheſhire, Gent. | 

Tromas Jones Eſq; of the Exchequer, in Cowley- 
fireat, Weſtminſter ; 

The Rev. Mr Thomas ELI 18, Rector of Nutsfield in 
Surry ; 

The Rev. Mr RonexT WIIIIAus, Treaſurer of the 
Church of Bangor ; 

The Rev. Mr David Monis, Rector of Fe/tiniog in 
Merionethſbire; 

The Rev. Mr Ax DñRZW EDwarDs, Rector of Aber 
and Dolgelle, Caernarvomſbire; 

The Rev. Mr Humenrety Jones, Rector of Llan- 
faethlu and Llanfwrog, in Angleſea ; 

The Rev. Mr W. WyNNE of Lans, Rector of Llin- 
vair and Llanaber, Merionethfhire ; and 

The Rev. Mr GriFFiTH Jox Es, Rector of Llandow- 
ror, near Laugharne, Caermarthenſhire. » 
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HIS Twenty-fourth yearly Account of the 
Circulating Welch Charity - Schools, waits 
on you, and all the Supporters of them, 

with an humble Tender of our moſt hearty Thanks, 
for the Continuance of this moſt needful Charity, 
toward inſtructing the Ignorant in the Things 
which belong to their Peace with God. There is 
nothing more certain in the World, than that all, 
who pity and aſſiſt ſuch truly miſerable Objects, in 
the moſt intereſting Concern of their Salvation, 
will be abundantly rewarded by Him, who hum- 
bled himſelf in infinite Love, to die the curſed 
Death of the Croſs, that we might live through 

Him. : 
Eight thouſand Six hundred and Eighty - ſeven, 
Adults and Children, have been under Catechetical 
Inſtruction this Year, ending at Michaelmas, in 
Two bundred and Fificen Schools, ſet up in divers 
Parts of Wales : And the Number of poor Scholars 
taught in theſe Seminaries, from the Beginning of 
them, amounts to One bundred and Fiſiy thouſand, 
Two hundred and twelve, as appears by the an- 
nexed Liſt, Many pious Perſons have declared, 
this Charity to have been one of the greateſt Bleſs- 
ings, next to the Word of God, and the Miniſtry 
of it, that ever Wales hath been favoured with. 
A 3 A Bleſs- 
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A Bleſſing! which we pray God may be effeftual 
to render theſe Catechumens your Joy and Crown 
of Rejoicing, at the Revelation of our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt from Heaven, on the laſt, 
moſt glorious Day. It is very much your Com- 
fort at preſent, that there is room to hope, that, 
prove more ſerviceable in their Generation, and 
live uſeful Members of the Community. What 
would they have been, without Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, but a Nuſance to Civil Society; Diſhoneſt 
and hurtful to all about them? Being led away by 
the bad Examples, and deeply tainted with the 
Corruptions of thoſe that were the Inſtruments of 
bringing them into Being; growing up in their 
Blindneſs, as a Prey for the Deſtroyer. What 
but periſhing for ever muſt be the End of ſuch poor 
Wretches, unleſs the divine Spirit co-operating 
with ſome Means or other, ſnatcheth them as 
Brands out of the burning Flames? 

Great Numbers of Letters and Certificates (fome 
Hundreds) are come to Hand this Year, as uſual, 
fram Clergymen, and others, deſiring their moſt 
grateful Acknowledgements to all the charitable 
Promoters of this good Work ; and teſtifying the 
Care and Diligence of the Maſters, and the Profi- 
ciency of their Scholars; adding their earneſt Re- 
queſts for the Continuance of ſo beneficial a Cha- 
rity ; and judging very juſtly, having been con- 
vinced by long Experience, that notwithſtanding 
Preaching is much more frequent in this Country 
now, than in former Days; yet Sermons avail little 
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amongſt the grofly Ignorant, without Catechiſng 
of them very diligently in the fundamental Prin- 
ciples and prafiical Duties of Religion. This was 
Beveridge, in his Charge to his Clergy, and in his 
Preface to the Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm. 
His Words are theſe: As God our Saviour, the 
« Head of the whole Church, which he has pur- 
<< chaſed with his Blood, hath been pleaſed to call 
<< me, the Unworthieſt of his Servants, to take Care 
<« of that Part of it, which he hath planted in the 
4 Dioceſe to which you belong: So I verily be- 
<« lieve and expect, that he will ere long call me to 
„ give him an Account how I have diſcharged the 
« Truſt, and performed the Duty, which he hath 
c laid 
<« hath made me very ſolicitous and 


me. The Conſideration whereof 
thoughtful 


de what to do, and how I may behave myſelf in 


« this Place and Station, ſo that I may appear 
before him at that Day with Joy, and not with 
Shame and Grief. Whereupon, calling to Mind 
* the ſeveral Pars of the Office which he hath 

« conferred upon me, and the Promiſes which 1 
« made when I was admitted into it; I preſently 
thought it neceſſary to begin with that, without 
« which, whatſoever elſe either you or I ſhall do, 
« will turn to little or no Account as to the main 
« End of our Miniſtry; I mean, the Duty of Cate- 
« chiſing, or inſtructing the People committed to 
e our Care in the Principles of the Chriſtian Reli- 
« gion, that they may know what they mult be- 
<< hve and do, that they may ſerve God accept- 
A4 « ably 


11 
<« ably while they live upon Earth, and be happy 


« for ever. If we conſider the Excellency of that 
« Religion which 7eſus Chriſt hath revealed, and 
delivered to us in his Goſpel, we may well ex- 
« pect, that all who embrace and profeſs it, 
<«« ſhould be the moſt excellent Perſons upon Earth; 
% far exceeding all other Men in Piety, and 
« Juſtice, and Charity, and Temperance, and 
« every thing that is virtuous and Praiſe- worthy. 
« But we ſee, to our Grief and Shame, that many 
« who do not only profeſs it amongſt us, but 
e have the Goſpel continually preached to them, 
<« are notwithſtanding as bad, if not much worſe, 
e than ſome of thoſe who never heard of it. 
« Neither can it be otherwiſe, ſo long as the great 
Duty of Catechi/ing, or inſtructing People in the 
&« firſt Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, is fo ge- 
« nerally neglected, or lightly performed, as it 
« hath been for many Years together. And al- 
e though they have the Goſpel preached over and 
« over again to them, and make it a great Part 
« of their Religion to hear it, yet it makes but 
little Impreition upon them, becauſe they do 
« not underſtand the Principles we go upon, nor 


the Meaning of the Terms we uſe, and muſt of 


« Necelſlity uſe, in the right Preaching of it. 
« Which to me ſeems one of the chief Reaſons, 


« why ſo many Sermons in our Days are preached 


« to no Purpoſe, except it be to aggravate the 
« Faults of thoſe that hear them; whereas if the 


« Principles of our holy Religion were firſt in- 
6 ſtilled into thoſe that are young, as they grow 


« in 
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« in Years, they would grow in Grace too, and 
<« in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
© Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſo by degrees would be rightly 
«« diſpoſed and qualified both to underſtand, and 
<< to receive the Word with all Readineſs of Mind, 
ce and would profit more by any one Sermon they 
hear, than others do by all, how many ſoever 
40 2 

— And it is indeed a very hard and dif- 
« ficult Duty to do it effectually. It is eaſy 
enough, I confeſs, to hear Children or others 
„ ſay their Catechiſm by Rote: But this ſignifies 
« very little, unleſs they underſtand what they 
<« ſay. But to make them underſtand every Word 
<« and Expreſſion, as it is neceſſary they ſhould, 
“ in Order to their being fully inſtructed in it; 
* this, I think, is one of the hardeſt Duties be- 
„ longing to the Miniſterial Office. For it re- 
* quires great Preſence of Mind, and Quickneſs 
* of Invention, to explain every thing ſo, as 
the weakeſt Capacities may apprehend it. But 
ho hard ſoever it is, it is neceſſary to be done. 
And therefore every Miniſter ſhould ſtudy and 
« ſtrive all he can, to do it fo, as that it may 
* anſwer the End for which it is appointed, and 
that he may give a good Account of it at the 
« laſt Day.—— And if this was thus conſtantly 
<< practiſed in every Pariſh, as it ought, the whole 
Nation would ſoon find the happy Effects of it. 
This being one of the beſt Means that can be 
“ uſed for the Reforming the "np Diſorders 
66 that 
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« that are in it, and without which it can never 
« be done effectually.“ 

4 1 ſhall only add, that we having at 
ic this Time ſo many worthy and learned Men in 
« our Church, I could heartily wiſh they would 
« all ſcriouſly conſider, how this great Work may 
ebe beſt managed, ſo as to attain its End in their 
C reſpective Cures, as well as elſewhere ; and ac- 
« cordingly ſet themſelves in good Earneſt about 
« jt, I know not how they can employ their Parts 
 ««. andLearning to more Advantage for the Church, 
<« their People, or themſelves.” The Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, as this pious and. learned Prelate 
obſerves, ſeem as it were an unintelligible Lan- 
guage to the Ignorant, and uncatechiſed poor 
People, who hardly underſtand what you ſay when 
you talk to them in a religious Manner; their 
Mind is not prepared nor inſtructed to receive 
the engrafted Word, which is able to ſave their Souls, 
becauſe they have not been duly taught betimes, 
the firſt Principles and fundamental Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity; and thus they commonly proceed, 
poor Creatures] moſt heedleſly, in their blind 
Way, preſuming to be ſaved without any Religion 
at all, and be good Chriſtians without any true 
Knowledge of Chriſt. Who but ſuch as theſe can 
poſſibly continue quite eaſy, and unconeerned in 
a loſt Condition, or become an eaſy Prey to any 
kind of Seducers, ſuch as our modern In fdeli, 
Deiſts, Arians, Antinomians, or ſome other dan- 
gerouſly erroneous People, which have of late 


increaſed more and more? Indeed, Sir, I cannot 
but 


4 } | 
but think, that if the learned Unbelievers them- 
ſelves had been carefully and thoroughly inſtructed 
in the Chriſtian Inftitutes, in their early Life, and 
exhorted to ſtudy the boly Scriptures, and Chriſtian 
Authors, with the ſame Attention they were led to 
ſtudy the Heathen Poets and Claſſics, they would 
fully trained up in the Way they ſhould go, they 
would ſcarcely depart from it afterward ; at leaſt 
not without doing Violence to the Convictions of 
their Conſciences, in favour of their vicious In- 
clinations ; as if they intended to gratify the ſpi- 
ritual Murderer of their Souls, in rejecting Chriſt, 
through whom, and through whom only, did they 
ſincerely believe in him, their Souls would cer- 
tainly be ſaved, and all their Sins. freely pardoned 
for ever. Early Impreſſions will abide long, and 
faſten on the Mind, by the Grace of God, fo as 
not to be eaſily obliterated afterwards. Every Veſ- 
ſel will long retain the Savour with which it was 
firſt ſeaſoned. 

We may then plainly ſee, that the Chriſtian 
Education of Youth is of the greateſt Moment 
toward the Reformation of the World. Wo to 
all that ſo commonly and ſhamefully neglect it, 
The dreadful Guilt muſt fall heavy on too many 
Parents, Tutors, Paſtors, and Schoolmaſters, who 
ſhould ſurely conſider ſeriouſly about it. But alas ! 
Sir, the ignorant and poor People, who are greatly 
the moſt numerous every where, being indeed very 
poor, and having never had any Chriſtian Educa- 
tion themſelves, and therefore 2 


19 
to teach their Children; what ſhall theſe poor: 
Creatures do, without it pleaſe God to put it into 
the Hearts of the Charitable to extend their Com- 
paſſion toward them ? I hope your Candour will 


not-think me ſingular in my Opinion relating to 
what I am endeavouring to recommend. For you 
know, Sir, that all ſerious Perſons, who make 
their Obſervations how Things paſs in the World, 
unanimouſly agree, that the religious Education of 
young People is of the greateſt Importance, both 
to themſelves in particular, and to the Church and 
State in general; and how elſe can true Religion 
be preſerved amongſt us, in the midſt of growing 
and daring Errors, and every kind of Iinmorality? 
To let the poor Ignorants paſs through the World 
to Death and Judgment, untaught, would be not 
leſs uncharitable, but more barbarous in the Con- 
ſequence of it, than ſuffering their Bodies to ſtarve, 
for want of ſupplying them with neceſſary Suſte- 
| nance. To periſh for ever for want of Knowledge, 
to die eternally for want of being fed with the 
Bread of Life, is more dreadful than gnawing Fa- 
mine. This being conſidered, no good Chriſtian 
but would lend a helping Hand, according to his 
Ability, to prevent both. 

Expenſive Buildings have been erected in many 
Places, to relieve the /emporal Wants of the Poor; 
and many are moved with Compaſſion, in their 

private, as well as public Capacities, to ſupply 
their bodily Neceſſities; which is certainly a ſingu- 
lar Benefit to thoſe who receive it, and will not 
miſs an ample Reward ; but yet, it falls far ſhort 


of 
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of the Mercy ſhewn in promoting the eternal Mel. 


fare of their Souls; preventing them, if poſſible, 
from falling under the direful Sentence of eternal 
Death, where their Miſery would be incomparably 
greater than all their Sufferings in this World; 
and which will neither abate nor end for ever. 
Happy and wiſe are they that win Souls; when the 
Dead awake from their Graves, hey ſball ſbine as 
the Brightneſs of the Firmament; and they that turn 
many unto Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and 
ever. | | 
The World muſt bear Witneſs, both now and 
hereafter, that the Friends of this charitable De- 
ſign, have done their Part to fave (and, it is hoped, 
they will be inſtrumental through Chriſt, to ſave) 
many Thouſands of poor ignorant Sinners from 
Hell and Deſtruction. They are taught to know 
the revealed Wil of God, and the Scripture Doc- 
trine of the Chriſtian Faith. For I think it is 
no unjuſt Obſervation, that the Bars of Jeno- 
rance and Unbclief, ſhut more Souls out of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, than all the Sins of the 
World beſides. To whom did God ſwear in bis 
Wrath, that they ſhould not enter into bis Reſt, but 
to them that erred in their Hearts, and did not 
know bis Ways ? — Theſe could not enter in, becauſe 
of their Unbelief... They who walk in Darkneſs know 
not whither they go. And if they will not receive 
the Directions of a faithful Guide, they cannot 
avoid miſcarrying. 

I cannot but hope, if the preſent Method of 


inſtructing the Ignorant be continued here, by the 


Providence 
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Providence of God, and under the Influence of his 
that Wales will become, at leaſt in ſome 
meaſure, a Land of Light, and ſhare, in ſome 


degree; in the Bleſſing of that Prophecy, to be 
fulfilled in its due Time; which faith; that the 
Earth ſhall be filled with the Knowledge of the Glory 
of the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sta. And, as 
another Prophecy ſaith; when all our Children are 
3 great ſhall be the Peace of our Chil- 


n that the ſurpriſing Pro- 
greſs of this good Work, with the viſible Fruits 
and Effects it hath produced already, will never 
ſuffer us to be weary of it; 

Your aged Servant in this Employment, is 
ſetting up his Ebenezer, praiſing God, that hitherto 
the Lord hath helped us. He that perfeFeth Strength 
in Weakneſs, hath enabled him, under frequent 
Sickneſſes, and many Infirmities, as it were dying 
daily, to proceed therein, with the utmoſt Fidelity 
in his Power, and with all poſſible Frugality, in 
the Diſtribution of your Charities. Leſs Expence 
than what coſts the Building of one Schoot-bouſe in 
ſome Places, hath ſerved in this Method, to in- 
ſtruct ſeveral Thouſands of the Poor, in a Church or 
Chapel, or a poor Cottage; and to furniſh them 
with many Thouſands of pious and proper Books 
for their Uſe. It is however eaſy to imagine, that 
ſuch a Labour as this muſt often meet with many 
Difficulties ; but your Servant acknowledgeth, to 
the Praiſe of divine Goodneſs, with Thanks to his 
charitable Supporters, that ſuch as his Diſtreſſes 
have 
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have been, ſuch alſo hath been his Relief. Thets 


is ample Experience in the World, that the Hopes 
df all that truſt in God are never diſappointed of 
4 very preſent Help in Trouble. He bath promiſed 
Mercy and Grace to help in Time of Need. 

Ido intend, through God's Aſſiſtance, and with 
the Concurrence of our charitable Friends, to go 
on again in this Service of Love. And when the 
Time of my Difſolution cometh (which cannot but 
tome very ſoon) I have now a comfortable Pro- 
ſpect, that it will be proſecuted by a truly religious 
Perſon, of competent Fortune, and unexceptionable 
Character, acquainted with the Method of carry- 


ing it on, having been already very aſſiſting to 
ndertaking. 


me in this charitable U 

I hope it will pleaſe God to proſper what hath 
been done, what is doing, and what is about to 
be done, toward reforming the preſent and riſing 
Generation ; that Ages to come may call you 
blefſed, and bleſs God for you. It is to be wiſhed, 
that all the Well-diſpoſed would join with you in 
this Labour of Love, which is very much wanted 
in moſt Parts of the Conntry. And may thoſe 
who come after you be infpired with Zeal to 
imitate the pious Example of their Predeceſſors, 
to do what they can to the Glory of God, and the 
Advancement of Chriſtianity, in their Days, that 
the Fruits of your Charity may continue, and in- 
creaſe to the End of the World. 


Our Endeavours to promote true Religion is 
neceſſary at al! Times, but there was never a Time 
in our Days, when it was more ſo than at pre- 

fs 
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ſent; when there is ſo ſtrong and numerous a Party 
of Buffoons, abuſing their Wits to laugh Religion 


out of Countenance, and to render the Profeſſors 
of it the public Scorn and Contempt of the World. 
Many of theſe, being of a ſuperior Rank, corrupt 
too many others, who have not Religion enough, 
nor Knowledge, to guard them againſt it; and 
who forget to imitate the Example of the devout 
Pſalmiſt, who, though the Proud had him exceed- 
ingly in Deriſion, yet did not ſhrink from the Law 
of his God. 1 

The poor and ignorant People are too eaſily 
and ſtrongly infected by the profane Example of 
their Superiors; and the Children of theſe poor 
Wretches, whom ſuch Parents neither can, nor 
perhaps deſire to inſtruct, are in the utmoſt Dan- 
ger of continuing to grow up in Lying, Thieving, 
Curſing, and all ſcandalous Vices; too bad for 
Servants, and unfit for any Employment; being 
ſtubbornly lazy ; too dangerous to be truſted in a 
Family, and too often ready to commit the worſt 
of Villainies. They become indeed almoſt un- 
avoidably miſerable Slaves to the evil Spirit, for 
want of religious Principles being inculcated on 
their Minds when they were young. But their 
greateſt Miſery of all cometh laſt, when their poor 
Souls fall into the unguenchable Fire; where, if 
their direful wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth were 
heard, they would pierce a Heart of Stone, and 
make one wiſh a thouſand times he had been in- 
ſtrumental, at leaſt in ſome degree, to prevent ſo 
miſerable a Condition, 


Many 
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Many ſuch miſerable poor Wretches are perpe- 
tually growing up amongſt us; a lewd and pro- 
fligate Race, void of all Knowledge of the Things 
belonging to their Salvation, and utter Strangers 
to the Service and Worſhip of God. This is a 
great Evil in many Reſpects, but in none fo de- 
plorable as the periſhing of Souls for want of In- 
ſtruction. To ſurvey the various Scenes of human 
Miſeries in this World, would give one a melan- 
choly Refleftion. Here one is groaning under in- 
expreſſible Torture and Pains ; another ſighing for 
his great Poverty, Nakedneſs, and pinching Hun- 
ger; and others under the mercileſs Oppreſſion of 
their remorſeleſs Adverſaries, with many other 
very grievous Tribulations : Yet none of all theſe 
can appear ſo moving a Spectacle to a tender-hearted 
Chriſtian, as beholding blind poor Sinners, wal- 
lowing for a while in all manner of Impiety, and 
at length ſinking into eternal Perdition, for want 
of a little charitable Aſſiſtance at the Beginning 
to ſeaſon their Minds with Religion, when they 
were young and tender ; which, by the Grace of 
God, might have ſaved them from Deſtruction, 
and have made them eternally happy. 

This ſurely ſhould awaken our Pity towards 
thoſe, who are as yet within the Reach of our 
Compaſſion, to afford the Charity of our Prayers, 
and Aims to prevent their eternal Ruin. Would 
not our ſincere Endeavours to promote the Salva- 
tion of others, tend greatly to ſecure our own, 
through the Mediation and Merits of our dear 
Lord and Saviour, who died for us all? 

B Can 
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Can any body think himſelf a good Man, or 
call himſelf a Chriſtian, that will not readily do, 
at leaſt what may be eaſy for him, according to 
his Circumſtances, to promote a Charity that hath 
ſo ſtrong Tendency, not only to ſave poor Souls, 
but likewiſe to ſuppreſs the Irreligion, Ignorance, 
and rampant Profaneneſs that reign in the World? 
A Charity that is the moſt pleaſing, and the moſt 
acceptable in the Sight of God, of all the Services 
and Duties, I may alſo add of every Grace too, 
that we are capable of in this Life: And I beg 
Leave to ſay, that, according to the Scriptures, 
no ſaving Grace, in the Truth and ſaving Effects 
of it, can be in that Soul, where the Spirit of 
Charity is wanting “. 


Spiritual 


* .—— © Tt may not anreaſonably be queſtioned, whether 

« Faith or Hope, in the genuine Senſe of the Words, can ſub · 
«« {iſt without Charity, for though there may be ſome Appear- 
«« ance of thoſe- Virtues ; — or, if you pleaſe, ſome of thoſe 
« outward Acts, which are the proper Reſult of Faith and Hope, 
«© may be performed ſeparate from Charity, yet it is not eaſy 
to conceive, how a Man can have either a right Belief, or a 
„ well- grounded Expectation, independent of this Virtue. 
« Faith, the Apoſile tells us, wworketh by Love; without which 
Effect, we are aſſured by another ſacred Writer, it is dead, 
% being alone: And Hope of receiving Good at the divine 
% Hands, without our doing Good to others, is not ſtrifily 
«« Hope, but Preſumption. If this way of Reaſoning be right, 
«« we may carry the Matter farther than even the Argument 
% before us requires; and affirm, not barely that Faith and 
« Hope are uſeleſs without Charity, but likewiſe, that they 
« cannot ſo much as ſubſiſt without it. So tender hath God 
«« been towards the Whole of Mankind, that in forming the 
very Conſtitution of Things, he hath ſo ordered it, that we 
66 are 
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1 
Spiritual Charity is confeſſedly the beſt of all 
Charities; and he who commiſerates them in this, 
and their other Diſtreſſes, will undoubtedly feel, 
even in the preſent World, unſpeakable Comfort 
ſpringing up in his Soul, as an Earneſt of his fu- 


ture Recompence, from a well- grounded Hope, 


that what he doeth to the leaſt of theſe little Ones, 
our gracious Lord will accept as done, in very 
Deed, to himſelf, in the awful Day of Judgment. 
If Pity to miſerable Souls could inſpire Under- 
ſtanding, and efficacious Reaſonings, they would 
find in their Well - wiſher a better Advocate, who 
would not be aſhamed to beg moſt earneſtly, in 
God's Name, eſpecially now, in (probably) his 
laſt Addreſs in their Behalf, for the Compaſſion of 
his Brethren in the Miniſtry, and of all good Peo- 
ple, toward the immortal Souls of thoſe who, 
being ſo very ignorant, and inſenſible of the mi- 
ſerable State of their Souls, cannot pray, nor beg 


SS They 
«« are capable of neither Virtue, nor Grace, nor Happineſs, 
« without endeavouring to promote the ſame in others.” 

«© —— Charity implies ſuch a quick Senſe of the Good or 
Evil, which may happen to others, as prompts us to uſe our 
« beſt Endeavours to promote and ſecure the one, and to pre- 
i vent or remove the other. But what greater Gocd can we 
« promote, in ſuch Objects as theie, than that which muſt in- 
« fluence their right Conduct in future Li'c ? What greater 
« Evil can we prevent, than that which mult ariſe from Igno- 
«« rance and Vice, which it is the profeſſed Deſign of the pre- 
« ſent Inllĩtution to remove? In the early Seaſon of Life, when 


for themſelves. 


« Children are as yet innocent and docile, they are capable of 
being formed to any thing.” — Beep ConvBears's Sermon 
on 1 Cor. Xii. 13. 
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They ſtand now in great Need of that divine 
Repoſitory of all ſacred Truths: I mean the boly 
Scriptures, by which, Life and Immortality are 
brought to Light, and which teach us the only 
true and infallible Way to Heaven. Our Saviour 
himſelf affirmed ; ibis is Life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent. And where is the ſacred 
Fountain of this divine Knowledge, from whence 
it flows entirely pure and incorruptible ? Is it not 
in the Word of Gcd. I pray God to incline the 
Hearts of his own People, to pity the Poor who 
have it not. Who are there, that have felt the 
Power, and taſted the ſweet Savour and Refreſh- 
ment of the living Water themſelves, but would be 
glad to communicate the ſame to ſuch of the Poor 
that thirſt for it, that they may be quickened, pu- 
rified, comforted by it, and live for ever? The 
large Number of poor People (old and young) 
who are inſtructed yearly in theſe Charity-Schools, 
ſhew how large an Impreſſion of Welch Bibles is again 
wanted. I take the Liberty to mention this, (as I 
did alſo in my laſt Leiter) that the Public may be 
informed of it, leaving the Event to Him, who 
hath the Hearts of all Men in his Hands. 


Such a Charity would greatly contribute to re- 


vive Religion, and promote the Worſhip of God 
in public and private, which is now very much 
on the Decline, almoſt every where. The Lord's 
Day is ſhamefully profaned. This portendeth 
heavy Judgments approaching. When God com- 
plained of be Fouſe of IsRAEL, that they greatly 
polluted 


— — 


„ 
polluted bis Sabbaths, he ſaid, that be would pour 


out his Fury upon them, to conſume them. And 
good People obſerve, with great Concern, that the 
preſent notorious Neglect of public Worſhip, is 
ſuch, as perhaps is not to be paralleled in any 
Chriſtian Country beſides our own. The Houſes 
of God, in too many Places, are nearly quite 
empty, while Places of Pleaſure are filled and 
crowded. The private Worſhip of God by Fami- 
lies at home is no leſs neglected by moſt Houſholders, 
and even by ſome, who are not as yet altogether 
aſhamed to wear the Chriſtian Name. Whereas, 
if Family Religion was duly cultivated, and every 
Family provided with the Ford of God, and trained 
up in the Knowledge of true Chriſtianity, Vice and 
Wickedneſs would not gain fo great a Head ; Piety 
and Virtue would not be ſo much out of Faſhion. 
If divine Worſhip was once revived, Chriſtianity in 
general would revive with it; but where it is neg- 
lefted, Religion is impaired, if not quite vaniſhed 
already. The moſt Reverend Archbiſhop Tillotſon 
ſaith, that the ſetting up the conſtant Worſhip 
of God in our Families, by daily Prayers to 
«© God every Morning and Evening, by reading 
„ ſome Portion of the holy Scriptures at thoſe 
« Times, eſpecially out of the Pſalms of David, 
« and the New Teſtament, is ſo neceſſary to keep 
« alive, and to maintain a Senſe of God and Re- 
<« ligion in the Minds of Men, that where it is 
* neglected, I do not ſee how any Family can, 
« in Reaſon, be eſteemed a Family of Chriſtians, 
« or indeed to have any Religion at all.” — 

B 3 Doubtleſs 


on. 

Doubtleſs theſe are excellent Means to reform the 
Poor, and being furniſhed with the holy Scriptures, 
and catechetical Inſtruction in the Principles of Reli- 


gion, they would learn (it is hoped) to worſhip 


God ; not like the Scribes and Phariſees, but in 
Spirit and in Truth, and with unfeigned Faith in 
Chriſt their Saviour. And although it is amongſt 
the moſt ignorant and pooreſt of the People, that 
you are promoting the Worſhip of God here, it 
may, through the Bleſſing of Heaven, make a 
large Spread, and carry with it great Influence on 
many others, in ſeveral Parts of the Country, as it 
hath done in ſome Meaſure already, to the Praiſe 
of Him that giveth the Succeſs. 

Chriſtianity itſelf began at firſt amongſt the 
loweſt Ranks of People ; the Goſpel was preached 
to the Poor, it was the Poor that firſt received it, 
as a Root in a dry Ground; when, as the Apoſile 
obſerves, mot many wiſe Men after the Heſb, not 
many mighty, not many noble ere called: Yet this 
tender Plant grew up, and afterward ſpread its In- 
fluence through the World, among all Degrees of 
Men. The all-ſufficient Power of divine Grace 
is ſtill the ſame. 

I may therefore beg Leave to ſay, that in my 
humble Opinion, it is a Work of no ſmall Conſe- 
quence you are embarked in. How can a Servant 
of the great God, his moſt gracious heavenly Fa- 
ther, expreſs his grateful Regard and Love to him 
in a better and more acceptable Manner, than by 
ſincere Endeavours to promote his holy Worſhip, 
among his fellow Creatures: Or what greater Ac̃t 

of 
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of Charity can any Chriſtian poſſibly do, than 
giving to our poor Brethren the Knowledge and 
Means of eternal Happineſs ? It is impoſſible for 
any one to do them greater Kindneſs, or to ſhew 
them greater Compaſſion, than this. They who 
unweariedly ſtudy to exerciſe themſelves therein, 
have, as I think, one of the beſt Evidences of 
their being indeed the true Diſciples of Him, who 
came from Heaven to purchaſe Mercy for them. 
Though it may coſt us ſomewhat to promote 
Religion among the Poor, it may perhaps coſt 
us more, if we do not; not leſs than the Loſs 
of Heaven, and of our own Souls. If we love 
God with all our Hearts, we ſhould think no- 
thing too dear for us to part with that He calls 
for; though it is not to be ſuppoſed that He 
wants it: FI were hungry, ſaith the Lord, I 
<vould not tell thee; for the World is mine, and 
the Fulneſs thereof. — The Earth is full of bis 
Riches. He therefore requires our Alms to ſuch 
as want them, for our own Good, and for the 
Trial and Exerciſe of our Faith, that we may be 
accordingly rewarded, both in the next Life, 
and this too, in ſuch a Degree as may be proper 
for us. For it is certain, that nobody can be a 
Loſer in ibis World by what he prudently gives in 
Charity. And it ſhould be conſidered, that we can 
give nothing, but what is God's own Property. 
Our Wealth is his; he juſtly claimeth all; 7/bat- 
ſoever is under the whole Heaven is mine. There is 
nothing that He can require us to quit voluntarily, 
B 4 but 
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but what He hath an abſolute Right to diſpoſe of 
as He pleaſeth, and He hath an abſolute Power to 
deprive us of it, whether we will or not. It is 
by the precarious Tenure. of a ſhort uncertain Life 
at beſt, that we hold all our Poſſeſſions here. 
When Death comes, we are for ever diſpoſſeſſed of 
all at once. We are all mortal Creatures. Our 
Fathers, where are they ? We muſt ſoon follow 
them, to lie mouldering in the Grave. Some of 
the Uncharitable may, poſſibly, feel in their dying 
Moments, even before they are quite out of the 
World, ſuch bitter Remorſe, the Beginning of 
their endleſs Sorrow, that it will make them wiſh 
that they had made better Uſe of the Talents they 
enjoyed in their Life-time. But then the Oppor- 
tunity of doing ſo will be paſt for ever. Their 
Poſſeſſions will be then in other Hands; their 
Habitations end Treaſures will knew them no more. 
This makes the Apoſile's Advice more friendly and 
neceſſary ; Charge them that are rich in this World, 
that they be not higb-miniued, nor truſt in uncertain 
Riches, but in the living Ged, who giveth us richly 
all Things to enjoy : — That they do Good, that they 
be rich in gocd Il orks, ready to diſtribute, willing to 
communicate; — Laying up in ſtore fer themſelves a 
good Foundation egainſt the Time to come, that they 
may lay hold on eternal Life. 

How ſeriouſly ſhould we conſider, how much 
it is our Wiſdom and our Intereſt to do all the Good 
we can, with all our Might, and without Delay ; 
for there is no Wort, nor Device, ner Knowledge, 

nor 
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wor Wiſdom, in the Grave whither we are going. 


Now is our Day ; the Night cometh when no Man 
can work. It would be certainly wiſe, not to neg- 
lect that in our Life-time, which we ſhall wiſh we 
had done when we are dying. 

Should we not learn Righteouſneſs, and promote 
Chriſtianity, in this our Day, when the awful Fudg- 
ments of God are in the World? We are till ſur- 
rounded every where with dreadful Wars, in almoſt 
all Nations about us. We ſhould not be inſenſible 
of our Obligations to praiſe God, for ſparing our 
own Country hitherto, from being a Seat of War, 
and a Land of Blood; and that our Lives are pre- 
ſerved from the Sword of the Enemy, and from 
cruel untimely Death. Though many of our fel- 
low Chriſtians and Coumtrymen have fallen Victim: 
into the mercileſs and bloody Hands of their 
Slaughterers : Yet it hath pleaſed Jehovah to bleſs 
us with many ſignal Succeſſes by Sea and Land. 
If the Lord, the God of Hoſts, had not gone forth 
with our Armies, if He had not gone out before 
them, and alſo in their Rear-ward, inſtead of Suc- 
ceſs againſt our Enemies, we ſhould have fallen a 
Prey to their Teeth. — I was thy right Hand. O 
Lord, and thy boly Arm, that got us theſe Vifories. 
And now, what Return ſhall we make to the Lord 
for all his Mercies towards us ? What Sacrifice of 
Thankfulneſs more acceptable in the Sight of God 
our Saviour, than for all pious People to join their 
Endeavours to revive his holy Religion, in the 
Practice, Power and Knowledge of it; and to re- 

5 form 
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form the Ignorance, Infidelity and Impiety of 
every kind, that abound among all Ranks of Men ? 


If we continue unconcerned about it, we know not 
how foon a worſe Thing may befal us, than any 

we have felt hitherto. Providence may 
foon turn the Scale, to give our Adverſaries the 
like or greater Advantage over us, than we have 
been favoured with as yet over them. There is 
indeed greater Cauſe of Fear from our Sins at 
home, than our Enemies abroad. God is à jealous 


Ged, and will take Vengeance on an incorrigible 
People. Some may (very erroneouſly) imagine, 
that if we ſucceed in the preſent War, and in Con- 
ſequence thereof obtain an advantageous Peace, 
we may then reſt ſecure. But Security, it may be 
feared, would only increafe our Luxury, to ripen 
us the faſter for Vengeance. Paſt Deliverances 
can be no Safeguard from future Judgments, if 
we continue unreformed. It may happen, if I 
may allude to an Expreſſion in the laſt prophetical 
Book of the holy Scriptures, that when one Wo is 
paft, bebeld, anather Wo cometh quickly. The great 
God hath many Arrows in his Qviver, that fly 
abroad to deſtroy at his Command. He may ſend 
the Famine, the Peſtilence, his Earthquakes, with 
Showers of burning Fire and Brimſtone ; or He may 
commiſſion the devonring Sword to return, and to 
lay waſte and conſume our Land, though we may 
be ſuffered to eſcape at preſent. It muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that we deſerve the moſt grievous of 
all Judgments in this World, I mean that the Goſ- 
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moved from us, as it happened to other once fa- 
| mous and flouriſhing Churches, for their Defection 


Mays, I confeſs, I do not ſee how we can reaſon- 


Cp 3 
pel Light be taken away, and our Candleſtick re- 


and Backſliding from their Chriſtian Profeſſion.— 
God of his infinite Mercy grant this may never be 


our Cafe! 


The Signs of the Times may open our Eyes to 
ſee, if we pleaſe, that dreadful Viſitations may not 


be far off. Ye know this, how that the Lord having 
| faved the People out of the Land of Egypt, afterward 


deſtroyed them that believed not. If the 
of Men continue ſo obſtinately unhumbled and 
unreformed, that neitber the Mercies of God, nor 
his Judgments can prevail with us to confider our 


ably hope to be ſpared. Shall not my Soul, ſaith 
the Lord, be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this ? 
Was it ever known that any Chriſtian Country, 
illuminated with the pure Light of the Goſpel, 
hath not fallen a ſpeedy Vidlim to its Impiety, 
where all manner of open Profaneneſs and Irreli- 
gion abounded without Control, and where the 
Worſhip of God hath been generally contemned, 
and deſerted both in public and private ? May the 
Conſideration of this, by the powerful Hand of 
the Amięg iy, be ſtrongly impreſſed on the Minds 
of our Rulers, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and all others, 
to exert the utmoſt of their Capacity, to prevent 
this from being our Caſe ! 

But ſuch is the preſent Spirit of Slumber, and 
ſtupid Indifference about all ſpiritual Concerns, 
that the Terrors of the Lord's Judgments will 

not 
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not awake nor perſuade the Many to beſtir them- 
ſelves, to promote the Intereſt of Religion, or of 


their own Souls, being ſwallowed up in Senſuality 
and Self. ſceting, in the preſent periſhing World. 
But however, I know one effe:iual Motive, that 
will certainly incline every pious Mind to pray 
moſt earneſtly for a Bleſſing, and do what they 


can toward reviving the Power, Practice, and Pu- 
rity of true Religion among us, which is not likely 
to proſper much, whilſt our Youth are not chriſtian- 
Iy and religiouſly educated, before they are hardened 
in Sin, and poſſeſſed with ſtubborn Prejudice againſt 
it; I mean the Love of God, and of our Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt. This is the beſt and ftrongeſt In- 
ducement to perſuade all good Men to inſtruct 


poor ignorant People and their Children. The 
Redeemer's Love, who hath done and ſuffered fo 


much for us, can hardly want any other Enforce- 
ment to every good Work, but Faith to believe 
it; and without that Faith, which worketh by Love, 
in ibis World, no Man can rationally expect to be 
happy in the World /o come. Can we poſſibly re- 
fle& on the wonderful Good-will of God to loſt 
and ſinful Mankind, without defiring to expreſs 
our Gratitude to Him ? Can we behold the Love 
of Chriſt, or hope for a Share in the endleſs and 
inconceivable Benefit of it, without devoting our 
Lives, and all we can do to glorify Him ; who, 
<hile wwe were yet Sinners, died for us; — took on 
Him the Form of a Servant, and humbled himſelf to 


the Death of the Croſs, — deſpiſing the Shame, that 


be might ſave us from the Puniſhment of our Sins in 
ih 
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whilſt we are on our Pilgrimage here, as well as 
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the nethermoſt Hell? Did he not reſcue us from the 


Bondage of our Corruption and the Power of Sa- 
tan? Did he not aboliſþ the Hand-writing of the 
Curſes and Condemnation, that were againſt us, and 
nailed them to bis Croſs ? Hath he not obtained a 
full Pardon of all our Sins, and our Peace with 
God ? Hath he not introduced the Beginning of 


eternal Life into our Souls? Hath he not pur- 
| chaſed for us a ſure Promiſe of the holy Spirit, 
to enlighten, ſanctify, help, direct, and comfort 
us? What ſhall we then render unto Him? If 
with ſerious Attention we read the Sufferings of 
Chriſt in the Evangeliſts, and the wonderful Hu- 


miliation of his whole Life, from the Beginning to 
the End of it, in this World, and the numberleſs 
Benefits thereof to Mankind, laid open before us 
in the New Teſtament, we ſhall have Cauſe to be- 
wail the Hardneſs of our Hearts, if they are not 
filled with Relentings, and our Eyes with Tears, 
for our paſt Ingratitude toward Him. Surely, if 
we are not wholly loſt to all Goodneſs, our grate- 


ful Senſe of his Compaſſion for us, muſt excite 


our Compaſſion toward the Souls of our periſhing 
Brethren, for whom He died, to procure for them 
and us the Mercy of God. Should not all, that 
hope to be ſaved through Him, be glad to imi- 
tate the admirable Pattern of his Charity ? For 
He hath given us an Example, that we ſhould 
pity ſuch as are in Miſery, even as Chriſt alſo hath 
pitied us. This would wonderfully promote our 
own Comfort and Happineſs in all Conditions, 


199 

in the End of it. It is the Love of Chrift to us, 
and our Love to Him, that caſteth out tormenting 
Fear giveth a good Foundation to hope for Joy 
in all I ribulations and Safety in perilous Times; 


and cannot fail to afford us Comfort on our Death- 
bed, with good Evidence of our /ztere in Chriſt, 
and a joyful Welcome before his Fudzmen!-ſeat, 
For we ſhould know 
that the Poor and Miſerable are his appointed Sub- 
ſtitutes, to receive the Fruits of our Love to Him; 
and He hath affured us, with his own Mouth, 
that bleſſed are the Merciful, for they ſhall obtain 


when Time ſball be no more. 


Mercy. And who ſhould be more zealous to ſhew 
Mercy to others for his Sake, than thoſe who want 
and hope for his Mercy themſelves ? — That theſe 
Motives, offered to our Conſideration by God himſelf 
in the ſacred Oracles, may have their due Influence 
upon us all, and that the Grace of God may be 
with us, to keep alive the Remembrance of his 
Love in our Minds, to animate our Hearts to a 
Diſpoſition firmly to believe, and comfortably to 
wait for the Coming of our Lord to reward the 


Love and Labours of all his faithful Servants, are 
the ſincere Wiſhes of, 


Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt obliged, and 
Moſt thankful humble Servant, 


— 03, 13, — by Grifhth Jones. 
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Exrxacrs F LETTERS and CERT I- 
FICATES received from Michaelmas 
. 1759, to Michaelmas 1760, from ſeveral 

Clergymen and others, concerning the Circu- 
lating Welch Charity Schools, and the Be- 
haviour of the Maſters therein employed, in 
the Counties of South and North Wales. 


The Entracts are placed according to their Date. 


N. B. Many more Certificates have been recei veul, 
than are thought neceſſary to be publiſhed. 


Llanvachreah in Angleſea, Nov. 17, 1759. 


HIS is to certify, that H H, Teacher 

of the Welch School in this Pariſh, is a Perſon 
ot a ſober Behaviour, and did perform his Duty 
faithfully and honeſtly this laſt Quarter, as before, 
and in every Thing conformable to the Rules of 
the ſaid Schools; and the poor Children committed 
to his Charge are very much improved; and I wiſh 
he might be continued longer amongſt us. I do 
therefore, in my own Name, as well as in the Pa- 
riſhioners, return our ſincere and hearty Thanks 
to the worthy and generous Benefactors of this 
beneficial Charity, praying for their Welfare in 
this World, and their eternal Reward in that which 
is to come. 


Robert Lloyd, Curate of Llanvacbreth. 
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Lanharan in Glamorganſtire, Nov. 27, 1759. 


Reverend STA, 


Can with great Sincerity nnd Truth aſſure 
that C — 7 'Lcacher of the Melcb Charity 
School in this Pariſh of Laubaran, has, for theſe 
ow 0 Months laſt paſt, diſcharg-{] his Duty with 

ſame Induſtry and Diligence, in inſtructing 
the Children unde his Cr, as I informed you he 


did 


ay 
7; 
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the Church foams but alſo to an- 
weſtions in the Expoſition of it, and re- 
eſpenſes of the Church at Divine Service, 
Satisfaction of their Parents, and the 
the who return you their 
moſt thankful Acknow for your Favour 
to them, as well for the School, as likewiſe for the 
Books were to beſtow upon them. 
And I intend, by God's Permiſſion, to continue 
their Examination at Evening Prayers, if I can 
have them to come together, to the Intent that 
they may not forget what they have learned them- 
ſelves, and to others alſo to know and 
to learn their Duty towards God and Man. My 
Pariſhioners join with me in our ſincere and 
Thanks to you and the worthy Benefactors: 
May God reward you all a Hundred-fold in this 
World, and in the World to come with Life ever- 
laſting. I am, Sc. 
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David Griffiths, Curate of Lanbaran. 
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Llanfannan in Denbighſhire, Dec. 9, 1959: 


HESE are to certify, that R-/—who has 
been employed as a Schoolmaſter in this 
Pariſh, is careful and induſtrious in the Perform- 
ance of his Duty. And really the Improvement 
of the ſmall Children under his Inſtructions is be- 
yond ExpeCtation : But as they are in general very 
young, and often abſent, aſſiſting their Parents in 
other ſervile Offices at Home, it is hoped the Con- 
tinuance of the School here for another Quarter 
may be indulged ; and the fincere Thanks of the 
Pariſhioners will always attend you, and the other 
Supporters of this great Charity. I am, &c. 


David Hughes, Miniſter of Llanfannen, 


Lanbadock in Monmouthſvire, Dec. 20, 1759. 


Reverend Six, 
HAT the Bearer hereof, RN has with 
great Diligence and Aſſiduity taught and in- 
ſtructed the poor Children of this Pariſh in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, as well as in 
the Elements of the Welch Tongue, I can with 
Pleaſure certify : A great many of them, in my 
hearing read ſome Portion of Scripture very 
diſtinct and accurate, ſaid the Church Catechiſm, 
and gave an Account of the Meaning of it, with 
ſuch Readineſs as indicated the Uſefulneſs of ſuch 
Seminaries of Chriſtian Knowledge, in a Country 
where the Ignorance of adult Perſons in the very 
Fundamentals of Religion is ſo uncommonly 
great. A Continuance therefore of ſuch a Bleſs- 
ing, under the Inſpection of ſo qualified a Maſs 
ter, is much to be deſired, as may be effectual, 
under God, to diſpel Ignorance, to curb the Irres 
C ligion 
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ligion and Immoralities that are ſo 


predominant in 
this Neighbourhood, and to render the Labours of 
Miniſters the more ſucceſsful. The Inhabitants 
of this Pariſh join with me in our moſt fervent 
Prayers, that you, and all the pious Promoters 
of this uſeful Undertaking, may have your La- 
bours crowned with Succeſs here, and with eternal 
Glory hereafter, &c. 


Jebn Davies, Curate of Lanbadoct. 


Llanbadrig in Angleſea, Dec. 21, 1759. 


HIS is to certify, that H-H—who was 
employed to keep the Charity School, in 
the Pariſh of Llanbadrig, has been careful and di- 
ligent in inſtructing the poor Children under his 
Care, both in teaching them to read, and cate- 
chiſing them daily; by which Means, and with 
the Bleſſing of God, the Ignorant may be brought 
to the Light of the Chriſtian Religion. We the 
Miniſter, Churchwardens, and other Inhabitants 
of this Pariſh, do return our Thanks for having 


the Charity Schoct ſo long, and we hope it will 
continue one Quarter longer. 


Hugh Davies, Vicar of Llanbadrig. 


— a — 


Dilgelley in Merionethſbire, Dec. 31, 1759. 


Reverend SIR, 


S I live at ſo great a Diſtance from Ddlgelley 
A (which Circumſtance, I aſſure you, hath 
been very painful to me, conſidering the great 
and important Charge of ſuch a Cure) I 3 
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labouring to teach their Pupils, during 


E 


beg of your Acceptance of this Certificate, upon 
the beſt of my Knowledge, Belief, and Informa- 
tion, that D-=R—the Teacher of the Welch cir- 
culating School in the ſaid Pariſh hath behaved 
himſelf ſoberly, carefully, and honeſtly, for the 
Space of One Quarter and Three Weeks... take 
this Opportunity of thanking you, and the reſt 
of the Benefactors concerned in this good Charity, 
praying to God for his Bleſſing upon all your 
good Undertakings, and ſubſcribe myſelf your, Sc. 


Andrew Edwards, late Rector of Dilgelley. 


——_ 


wn. 


Llangunilo and Llandyfrioz in Cardiganſbire, 


Jan. 1, 1760. 


Reverend S1 R, 

HIS is to certify, that . and I- R. 

| whom you favoured and entruſted with 
the Employment of Welch Schoolmaſters, in the 
ſaid ſeveral Pariſhes (th- former at Llangunllo, 
and the latter at Llandifriag) have, in that 
their Offices behaved well, touching their own 
Character, and cut a brave Figure in ——— 
whole Quarter here. The Quarter of the former 
expired this Day, that of the latter expired this 
Day was ſeven Night. I have examined their 
Scholars at different Times, ſome in Reading, 
others in Spelling, and all in their Catechiſm, and 
in Queſtions from thence ariſing, and in the Ex- 
pofition thereupon, in School, when by their An- 
ſwers I was highly ſatisfied; for undoubtedly 
they have made a great Progreſs in Learning in 
ſo ſhort a Time. And I have catechiſed them 
at the ſeveral Pariſh-Churches aforeſaid, after di- 
x C 2 vine 
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vine Service and Sermon, before conſiderable Con- 

ions, when and where they anſwered ſur- 
priſingly well, not only our Church Catechiſm, but 
alſo many Queſtions touching the Principles of the 
Chriftian Religion. That our Thanks for this 
r already had may be acceptable to you; 
that the ſaid Schoolmaſters may be permitted to 
continue here for another Quarter, to perfect their 
Labour begun; that both you, and the other 
Promoters of ſuch a pious and charitable Benefac- 
tion, may have a happy new Year, and many of 
them ; and that you altogether may, for all your 
Actions of Piety, be a Hundred-fold rewarded 
in the nt World, and over-head this be 
crowned with eternal Glory in that which is to 
come, is the ardent and earneſt Prayer of 
your, &c. 


Thomas Griffiths, Curate of the ſaid Pariſhes. 


Cilgerran in Pembroteſbire, Jan. 4, 1 760. 


Reverend 81 R, 

HIS is to certify, that C of Llanvibang- 
| el has taught a Welch School in this Pariſh 

for one Quarter, whoſe Scholars I examined pub- 
licly at the Time of divine Service, who be- 
haved and anſwered very well, conſidering what 
a ſhort Time they had to be taught; and their 
Teacher, as far as I know or heard, has been di- 
ligent and very ſober, and has behaved, whilſt 
here, in every Thing, as one of his Profeſſion 
ought to have done. But as the Children in this 
Pariſh have not had any Opportunity before now, 
of being taught the Fundamentals of our Holy 
Religion, and one Quarter being rather too little to 


make 
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make them tolerably perfect in them, the Chil- 
drens Parents being ſenſible of this, have una- 


nimouſly come to me, begging that I ſhould de- 
fire the Continuance of this great Bleſſing for one 
Quarter longer; and I believe you will be as ready 
to grant this our Requeſt as we are to aſk it, 
becauſe of the Tenderneſs you are always ready 
to. ſhew, whenever there is an Opportunity for 
it. If you pleaſe to oblige us in this, we ſhall 
think ourſclves ſtill more bound to your Good- 
neſs, and pray for your Proſperity in this chari- 
table Undertaking. I am, with Reſptct, your, c. 


Jo. Davies, Curate of Cilgerran. 


— — 


A Gentleman in the Neigbbour bood ſent the follew- 
ing Letter, relating to the School above. 


Reverend 81 R, 
T is with the greateſt Pleaſure that I join the 
Pariſhioners of Cilgerran, to return you our 
moſt hearty Thanks for the Welch Schoot you ſet 
up amongſt us. The Continuance of it for a 
Time would be to our unſpeakable Sa- 
tis faction ; becauſe ſo many are already bettered 
in the e, that were before illiterate, and 
in all Likelibood would have remained Ignorant, 
if your Charity had not extended to us. Upon 
due Reflection, it is indeed lamentable that ſo 
good a Thing, ſo well intended, and fo freely 
beſtowed, ſhould not every where meet with its 
deſerved Encouragement; becauſe it is (with the 
Bleſſing of Heaven) the ſureſt Method to bring, 
not only Children, but others of riper Years, to 
the neceſſary Knowledge of themſclves, and of 
their Duty towards God and Man. * 
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ſon we do unanimouſly, humbly, and earneſtly 
petition, that you would favour us, at kaſt, with 
one Quarter more.— As to the Teacher, I have 
nothing to object againſt him; I am told by the 
narrowelt Inſ 
in every viſible Inſtance of Behaviour. 
We truſt that this — 2 3 charitable 
Requeſt ſhall be granted, w the common 
Good is conſulted, the Honour of Religion ad- 
vanced, and all in this Neig highly 
obliged, as well as your, c. 


Thomas Cobby. 


—_— 


Llechryd in Cardiganſbire, Jan. 9, 1760. 


Reverend S1 R, 


E, whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
w do hereby certify, that , Teacher of 
the circulating Welch Charity School at Llecbryd, 
hath been very diligent and conſcientious in the 
Diſcharge of his Calling as Schoolmaſter ; for we 
have been ſeveral Times at his School, hearing 
his Pupils examined ; and ſome of them repeated 
the Church Catechi/m from the Beginning to the 
End, and gave a tolerable Account of the 
Chriſtian Religion. He had Sixty-five Scholars ; 
but ſome of them, being aged Perſons, could 
not continue long at School ; but thoſe that at- 
tended made a very good Progreſs, And we do 
hereby moſt earneſtly requeſt that the ſaid Teacher 
may be continued for one Quarter longer amongſt 
us; ſeeing it is a Charity that ſo powerfully con- 
tributes towards the Advancement of our ho 
Religion, the Glory of God, and the ſpiritual 
Welfare of our numerous poor ignorant People ; 
| | and 
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of his Conduct, that he is 
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Benefit and Advantage of it to the Church and 
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and the Favour ſhall be moſt gratefully acknow- 
ledged by us, the chief Inhabitants of Llechryd. 


_ William Prichard. 
Thomas Davies. 


Zephaniah Davies. 


— 


— 


Bettus in Glamorganſbire, Jan. 11, 1760. 


Reverend 81, 

HE Bearer hereof, J has taught a 
Welch Charity School, in the Pariſh Church 
Llandilo-talybond, for three Months, ending the 
ninth Inſtant. Had Seventy two Scholars. Con- 


ducted agreeable to the preſcribed Rules.— ex- 


amined them for about an Hour and Half, 


Chriſtmas-day, before a large Congregation, as 
alſo laſt Sunday ; they anſwered very well in ge- 
neral ; though a Girl eleven Years old excelled 
all the reſt ; lame in walking, yet quick in ſpeak- 
ing ; can readily repeat by heart moſt part of the 
Short Expoſition : It there are Welch Bibles to be 
beſtowed gratis, ſhe really deferves one, and 
hereby humbly petitions for it.—-] implore the 
Continuance of the School, whilſt a competent 
number may be able to attend it: There has been 
none in the Pariſh ſince I officiated therein; and the 
current Year is the fourteenth; therefore could not, 
all that tedious Time, diſcharge the moſt eſſential 
Part of my Miniſtry, Catechifing. I would, with 
all my Heart, revive this almoſt antiquated, 
though indiſpenſible Practice. I contributed what 
I could hereto, by exciting vehemently all whom 
it concerned, ſhewing the important Neceſſity, 


C 4 State, 
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State, Sc. in fix Sermons ſucceſſively on Prov. 
xxii. 6, To ſupply the Defects of which, and to 
complete the Whole, I delivered, the following 
Sundays, as pathetical as ever I could, your 
compendious and comprehenſive Welch Letter on 
the ſame Subject, which, as well as all your 
other Books, I always greatly eſteem, and hear- 
tily wiſh I might have one of each Sort extant. I 
am, c. 


Jonathan Griffiths. 


„ 
— 


Llanvibangel - penbed in Pembrokeſhire, 
* Feb. 2, 1760. 


Reverend 81 R, 


HIS is to certify, that RT. Teacher of 
the Welch Charity School in this Pariſh, has 
behaved exceeding well during his Continuance 
here. I have catechiſed his Scholars, and had fo 
much Satisfaction in them as could be expected 
in ſo ſhort a Time; and it is with unfeigned 
Gratitude that the Parents do acknowledge this 
Favour beſtowed upon their tender Infants. As 
this Pariſh has not had heretofore a Share in this 
moſt valuable Charity, pray let me be their Ad- 
vocate for a longer Continuance of your Kind- 
neſs, by permitting this Schoolmaſter to be here 
for one Quarter more; which will highly oblige 
both them and ſelf, who am your, Sc. 


Evan Morgan, Curate of Llanvibangel-penbedww, 


Gwaryeoed 


Diligence and Faithfulneſs are very eviden 
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Gwarycoed in Llandiſil, Cardiganſb. Feb. 13, 1760. 


Reverend S1 R, 


HE Pariſhioners of Zlandiſil join with me 

| in returning our unfeigned Thanks to you, 
and the reſt of the Benefactors, for the Welch 
School you have been pleaſed to confer upon us, which 
has been kept at a Place called Gweſſyn, by I 7 
who has performed the Office of a Welch School- 
maſter unexceptionably ; and has been care- 
ful and laborious in the Diſcharge of his Duty, as 
is evident by the Improvement the poor Scholars 
have made during their Reſidence in School: 
This I can certify, as I have inſpected his School, 
and examined them both at School and at Church, 
to the Satisfaction of many Auditors. I pray God 
Almighty may water theſe Seminaries with the 
Dew of his heavenly Grace, that thoſe taught 
therein may become uſeful in their Generation, 
and edifying to their fellow Creatures ; that Reli- 


may alſo flouriſh in our Land, in its higheſt 
Narr, to the Glory of God. Iam, Sc. 


Benj. Davies, Curate of Llandyſfil. 
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Pencarreg in Carmarthenſhire, Feb. 16, 1760. 


Reverend SIR, 


Do hereby certify, that J E Teacher of the 
Welch Charity School, at Coedeiddig, in the Pariſh 
of Pencarreg, hath acquited himſelf faithfully in 
his Buſineſs, and behaved altogether conformable 
to the Rules preſcribed for that Purpoſe. His 


by 
the Improvement the poor ignorant Children have 


Made 
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made in ſo ſhort a Time : For having been lately 
under Examination, in our Church, many of 
them could repeat the Church Catechiſm, and a 
great Part of the Explication of it, in a very diſ- 
tint Manner, to the Wonder and Satisfaction of 
all then preſent. With mine, you have the un- 
feigned Thanks of my well-diſpoſed Pariſhioners, 
for the repeated Inſtances of your Favours, in 
ſettling a Charity School in our Pariſh, as often 
as it was applied for, wherein our ignorant Youth, 
and ſome grown Perſons, are inſtructed in the 
Principles and of Chriſtianity. We 
therefore recommend you, and all thoſe that zea- 
Jouſly encourage this truly Chriſtian Charity, to 
the Favour and Protection of that great God who 
knows thoſe that are his, and will in the End re- 
ward them. 


Tho. Jones. 


8 


— — — 


Coychurch in Glamorganſbire, Feb. 27, 1760. 


Reverend 81 R, | 

Do hereby certify, that C=/—who hath kept 
a Welch School, this laſt Quarter, in the Village 
of Lanharan, for the Benefit of the Pariſh of 
Paterſton ſuper montem, hath diſcharged his Duty 
with great Care and Diligence. He brought a 
conſiderable Number of his Scholars to Peterſton, 
laſt Sunday, who had all learned the Church Cate- 
chiſm perfectly by Heart. Their performing this 
ſo well, their decent Behaviour, and their making 
the proper Reſponſes, during divine Service, gave 
the Pariſhioners and myſelf no ſmall Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction. May God Almighty reward the 


worthy 
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worthy Promoters of this laudable Charity. 1 


am, Oc. | 
Thomas Richards, Curate of Peterſton. 


Devynnock in Brecnockſhire, March 6, 1760. 
Reverend 8 1R, 


Am deeply ſenſible of our Obligations to the 
charitable Supporters of the circulating Charity 
Scbos!s for being ny to extend this 
Charity ſo often to this Pariſh ; and ſincerely pro- 
miſe that my beſt Endeavours ſhall always be em- 
loyed to make it anſwer the End 
or as the Perſons who reſorted to the Schools 
ſet up here, have had ſome Inſtruction catecheti- 
cally given them, = Gs tendereſt 
Manner we could invent, I find them much leſs 
averſe to catechiſing than I have known them; 
and thence have great Hopes they will not refuſe 
to ſubmit to be farther inſtructed in the public 
C ion, in the ſame plain and familiar Man- 
ner, whereby, I truſt, I ſhall receive to myſelf no 
ſmall Satisfaction, as I doubt not but I ſhall =o a 


Church better reſorted to upon Sunday Evening 


while the Days are long ; 20d what, by the divine 


Bleſſing, I ſhall be able to edify my Hearers, in 
a much better Manner than by the beſt 


Diſcourſe from the Pulpit I could ever be able to 
mMake.l am, Se. 
Ro. Lloyd. 


Pennal in Merionethſbire, March 12, 1760. 
Reverend S 1 R, 


HESE are to certify, 
Clerk, and Maſter of 


Satte es 
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the circulating — 
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School at Pennal, has diſcharged his Duty this 
ſecond Quarter with his uſual Care and Induftry. 
The good Effect thereof has plainly appeared by 
the earneſt Applications made by the Pariſhioners, 
and other poor Neighbours in Behalf of their Chil- 
dren. At the firſt Notice given them, near Sixty 
Children offered themſelves the firſt Week ; but 
being ſatisfied that ſuch a Number could not make 
a tolerable Proficiency, under the Tuition of one 
Perſon, I admitted of no more than Forty-three ; 


great many of them being very young. I have 
y from Thirty-five to Forty-five repeating 
their Catechiſm in Church, on Evenings ; 
whereas, before the Benefit of this Charity was 
conferred upon us, I had not above half that 
Number. The poor Pariſhioners,, and other 
Neighbours, being deeply ſenſible of this great 
Advantage, join with me in our repeated Thanks 
to yourſelf, and the reſt of the pious Promoters 
thereof; and am, Sc. 


Lewis Thomas, Curate of Pennal. 


— 


Llandile*r Vane in Brecnocihſbire, March 15, 1760. 


Reverend 81 R, 

HIS is to certify, that H—L-- Maſter of 
the Welch Charity School in this Pariſh, be- 
haved himſelf conformable to the preſcribed 
Rules, and pious Deſign of that Charity ; and 
had about the Number of Forty-fix Scholars for 
the Space of Four Months ; whom I catechiſed 
Four ſeveral Sundays in the Church, at the Time 
of divine Service and ſome have anſwered to 
the Admiration of the Hearers; and alſo could 


anſwer ſeveral ions in Divinity, 
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contained in the firſt and ſecond Part of the Ex- 
poſition of it; infomuch that the poor Children 
committed to his Care, have been very much im- 
proved to my Satisfaction; and I wiſh he might 
find Encouragement to be cuntinued longer, as 
witneſs my Hand, &c. 


Tho. Baven, Curate of Llandilo'r Vane. 


—— 8 


Aberyſtryth in Monmouthſbire, March 17, 1760. 


Reverend Sin, | 

HIS is to certify, that the Maſter of 
the Welch Charity Scboa in this Pariſh, has 
finiſhed his Quarter the firſt of this Inſtant : His 
Character is unexceptionable, and his Pains in 
teaching his Scholars indefatigable : I examined 
them twice at Church ; and they were very perfect 
in repeating the Church Catechiſm, and ſome Por- 
tions of your excellent Expoſition thereupon. The 
Parents of the poor Children deſire their Thanks 
may be returned to you, and all the reſt of the 
worthy Promoters of this moſt laudable Charity; 
and for the ineſtimable Favour of the Return of 
the Velch School, once more, to this Pariſh. Aud 
that Heaven may amply reward you, and all 
others that are in any wiſe concerned in this cha- 
ritable Work, is and ſhall be the unfeigned 
Prayers of, &c. 


Richard Edwards, Curate of Aberyfiryth. 


— 


Gwyddekwern 
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Guwyddelwern in Merionei hſbire, March 26, 1760. 


Reverend 81 R, 

T is now Three Months paſt ſince we have had 
the Welch Charity School in our Pariſh ; for 
which, I and my Pariſhioners return you and 
the reſt of the kind Benefactors hereto our ſin- 
| cereſt Thanks. I can with Pleaſure inform you, 
that Forty-ſeven Children are taught in this School; 
moſt of them can read tolerably well, repeat their 
Catechiſm, and the Expoſition thereof z Which is a 
Proof of the Care and Diligence of the School- 
maſter. That God may bleſs you and all the 
Promoters of this good Work with Succeſs in all 


Robert Evans, Vicar. 


Conwil-Elvet in Carmarthenſhire, March 30, 1760. 
Time favoured us with 


OU have Lt, 
12 | valuable Bleſſing to the 


SYS. nn where I am Curate, 
7 e. the Welch School: The Good it has 
done us cannot be well expreſſed. Some 
of our beſt diſpoſed People being conſcious of 
this, have = this Year, as well as the Three 
preceeding thrown in their Mites, of their 
own accord, cowards carry on this beſt of Cha- 
rities. Upon , the of this I- 
ſtant, the Day appointed for the Faſ· Day, they 
made up fix Pounds, five Shillings and four Pence. 
The Schoolmaſter has been very __ 
care 


— 
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careful in his Vocation, and really deſerves En- 
couragement ; for they who were under his Tui- 
tion, made a very great Progreſs in one Quar- 
ter*s Time, conſidering the Diſad of the 
Seaſon, being Winter; eſpecially one Child ſever 
Years old, that could read Welch exceeding well 
in leſs than Three Weeks Time. May the Lord 
preſerve, long preſerve your uſeful Life, for the 
Sake and Advantage of poor Wales! And may 
our great and good God abundantly reward you, 
and all the other pious Encouragers of this greateſt 
of Bleſſings, is the ſincere Prayer of, Sc. 


Fobn Prichard. 


— — 
— 


Landilrah bunt in Glamorganſbire, April 16, 1760. 


Reverend 81 R, | 


HE great Benefit that our Neigh 
received, this laſt Quarter, from the Welch 
Charity School, excites us to bleſs God, and to 
return you our moſt unfeigned Thanks, praying 
God to reward you and all the Benefactors, and 
the Promoters of ſo needful a Charity. I make 
bold to acquaint you that /-L—the Maſter 
here, has behaved himſelf very diligent, ,always 
laborious, and with the utmoſt Afſiduity ; doing 
his Endeavour to inſtruct and teach, both the 
Young and the Old, in a very engaging and fa- 
miliar Way ; to draw People of all Ages to be 
taught, with Delight and Pleaſure, as they have 
reaped uncommon Benefit thereby, in ſo ſhort a 
Time ; by which Means there is a great Refor- 
mation in our Church; for many of them can 
make the Reſponſes publicly on Sundays; and ſome 
of them can read tolerably well; which is owing 
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to the Care and Induſtry of the Maſter, in direct- 
ing them. I pray God to proſper and increaſe the 
Number of faithful Schoolmaſters. The poor 
People here' greatly regret the preſent Maſter's re- 
moval to another Pariſh : We humbly beg, Sir, 
that you would permit him to return the next 
Autumn to the lower End of this Pariſh, where 
there are great many that ſtand in need of Chriſtian 
Inſtruction. And if they miſs the Advantage 
of being taught now, perhaps they can never 
attain to any tolerable Degree of Chriſtian Know- 
ledge at all. Your Compliance with this Requeſt 
will be an additional Obligation to all thoſe al- 
ready conferred upon, Sc. 


Evan Powel. 
Fobn Hughes, 


—— * _ 


Mydrim in Carmarthenſhire, April 21, 1760. 


Dear Six, 3 | 


T is with Pleaſure I affirm, that the poor Chil- 
dren under the Care of LT. Yes- 
terday at Church, and came off in their Exami- 
nation much to the Satisfaction of all then preſent. 
I have never yet heard any Thing to the Diſadvan- 
tage, or Diſcredit of the Schoolmaſter z and as 
to his Abilities and Aſſiduity in the Work he is 
engaged in, the Readineſs wherewith his Scholars 
repeat the Church Catechiſm, and their anſwering 
ſo very patt and apropos to the ſeveral Queſtions 
— to them concerning the Principles of our holy 
eligion, Sc. is, I think, a clear Evidence. 
The great Tendency the Charity Schools have 
towards the promoting of Religion, by inſtilling 
into Youth the Knowledge of Chriſtianity, and the 
exhorting 
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thhorting and e ing them to the Practice of 
it, is a Thing fo very obvious, and confefſedly al- 
lowed, that few, if any, do now diſapprove of 
them: None at all; I preſume, but thoſe whoſe 
Minds are unhappily prejudiced againſt Perſons 
who endeavour to do all the Good they tan to 
their fellow Creatures. 

I am thoroughly ſatisfied, that what you and 
others do, in ſhewing your Benevolence to, and 
beſtowing your Charity on the Poor, ariſes from an 
excellent Principle; and as the Thing is laudable in 
itſelf, ſo make no Doubt of it, but that your Re- 
ward hereafter will be proportionable to the Good 
you do at preſent ; and that the Comfort and Jas 
tisfaction which you enjoy in this Wotld; by ex- 
tending your Charity to thoſe who want it, will, 
in the other World; be crowned with ineffable Fe- 
licity. 1 am, Se. 


The. Nees. 


— 4 


Lianidan in Ang lata, April 2 , 1560. 


HIS is to certify, that H-. Maſter of 

the Welch Charity School in this Pariſh, has, 

for theſe Fifteen Weeks laſt paſt; employed his Time 
and Care in inſtructing the poor Children undef 
him; and that he has hotieſtly and conſcientiouſly 
diſcharged his Duty herein, as may appear by the 
Progreſs the Children have made iti ſo ſhott 4 


Time, under his Direction; all of whom are able 


to repeat the Church Catechiſm, the Prayers ap- 
pointed for the Uſe of the School, and to read 
the Welch Language: We therefore, the Inhabi- 
tants of this Pariſh, are extteamly ſenſible of this 
great Benefit, conferred . theſe poor —_ 
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and I do, in their Parents Names, as well as in 
my own, return our unfeigned Thanks to the Sup- 
porters and Encouragers of this excellent Charity; 
and we pray unto God to fend his Bleſſing upon 
their good Deſigns, and finally to reward them 
amply for their pious Endeavours, that are ſo 
well adapted to propagate Chriſtian Knowledge 
amongſt their ignorant Fellow Creatures. 


Henry Rowlands, Vicar of Llanidan. 


Dinas in Pembrokeſtire, April 24, 1760. 
Reverend 81 R, 


Do with great Sincerity and Truth aſſure you, 
: that 7 Clerk of Llanychlwydog, Teacher 

ot the Welch Charity School in the Pariſh Church 
of Llanilawer within my Cure, hath, for theſe 
Three Months laſt paſt, diſcharged his Duty di- 
ligently and conſcientiouſly, having behaved him- 
ſelf purſuant to the Rules preſcribed for that 
Purpoſe. The Children under his Tuition have 
made a very good Progreſs, which evidently con- 
vinced me of his Faithfulneſs in managing the 
Truſt committed to him. I have examined his 
Scholars in the Church Catechiſm, both privately 


at School and publicly at Church ; where they 


anſwered admirably well, to the Satisfaction of | 


the C and myſelf.—I hope they will 
improve in this Kind of uſeful and ſaving Know- 
ledge, having made a ſolemn Promiſe to attend 
public Examination very often at Church ; which 
will be no leſs edifying to the Congregation than 
to themſelves, as in moſt Pariſhes (fo alſo in 
mine, to my Sorrow I ſay it) there are very many 
 grownand elderly Men and Women groſsly igno- 

: rant 
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rant in the Fundamentals of our holy Religion; 
for want of being taught them by catechetical 
Inſtruction in their younger Years. May the 
great God bleſs theſe religious Nurſeries for the 
Salvation of many Souls, and reward you, and 
the charitable Supporters of them, with all Hap- 
pineſs here, and endleſs Glory hereafter ; which 
is, and ever ſhall be, the Prayer of your, &c. 


Jebn Bowen, Curate. 


Llanyſtindwy in Angleſea, April 26, 1760. 


Reverend S1 R, | 
I Do hereby certify, that T-G—Teacher of 


— 


the circulating Welch Charity School, in this 
ariſh, hath behaved himſelf regular and exem- 
plary in his Life and Converſation, very diligent 
and faithful in diſcharging his im Truſt. 
I have viſited his School, examined his Scholars 
both in private and public, and found moſt of ' 
them (to my unſpeakable Satisfaction) amazingly 
in reading, repeating the Church Catechiſm, 


and your Expoſition thereon. Being well aſſured 


that all the worthy Promoters and Supporters of 
this ineſtimable Bleſſing will be rewarded in the 
Life to come, for their Love to Chriſt in the 
Preſervation of ſo many precious Souls; therefore 
will conclude with my Þr yers that God would 
pleaſe to allow and favour poor ignorant People 
with a Continuance of this Sunſhine, and with fin- 
cere Wiſhes for your Welfare, who am your, &c. 


Robert Williams, Rector. 
D 2 Llandils 


*_ 
Llandilo-vawr in Carmarthenſhire, May 2, 1760. 


Reverend S1 R, 


HE Welch Charity School was deſired by the 

| poor Inhabitants of Rþ6s y Maen, and the reſt 
of the Neighbourhood ; which ineftimable Favour 
you was pleaſed to grant: I have often with Plea- 
ſure frequented. the School, and found the Maſter 
very diligent in his Undertakings;; and I hope, by 
| God's Bleſſing, our Sons may grow up as the 
Plants, and our Daughters may be as the 
Poliſhed Corner-ſtones of the Temple. The poor 
lahabitants and ſelf do petition the Continuing of 
it another Quarter. May God Almighty bleſs 
you with many happy Years to promote the In- 
tereſt of Chriſt in the World, as you have hi- 


therto done; and may God bleſs thoſe kind Be- 


neſactors, who contribute to carry on ſo glorious 


a Work ; which is, and ſhall be the earneſt Prayer 


to the Throne of Grace, of your, c. 
| William Harries. 


* 
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Llangernew in Denbighſpire, May 3, 1760. 


Reverend S1 R, 
Hereby certify, that RF. the Teacher of 
the Welch circulating Charity School, kept at 
Hlaene in this Pariſh, has been very induſtrious 
and ſucceſsful in his Occupation during the laſt 
Quarter; ſome of the Children having ſurpriſed 
th-ir Parents wich the Progreſs they had made in 
their Reading, as well as repeating of the Church 
Catechiſm : And if he will be permitted to con- 


tinue this uſcful Charity till the enſuing Spring, 


I pro- 


ä —— —— —— — —ê — — — 
8 4 — 


FFA 


— — W —— — — — — — 


enable you to 


( 53 ) 
propoſe to myſelf great Pleaſure, in obſerving 


I 
the Improvement which my young Pariſhioners 


ſhall make in their Knowledge of Religion, the 
Reading of the Scriptures, and ready Account'of 
the whole Chriſtian Faith, The Bleſſing of In- 
ſtruction has been long continued to this Pariſh : 
And I think it will be no Preſumption in me to 
ſay, that your Charity is not ill beſtowed; for 
there ſeems to be an Emulation among the In- 
habitants, about even excelling in the Talents of 
Reading and the other Benefits of Inſtruction; one 
Part of the Pariſh generally petitioning for obtain- 
ing Poſſeſſion & 1 before he can be 
engaged in another, This makes me repeat to you 
my Requeſt of continuing this Bleſſing to this Pa- 
riſh for ſome Time longer. And may the Re- 
warder of Merit be ever propitious to you, and 
long, with Comfort and 
Satisfaction, in ſo uſeful and neceſſary a Work; 
ſo prayeth your, c. 


David Lloyd, Vicar of Llangernew. 
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Coyly in Glamorganſhire, May 3, 1760. 


Reverend 81x, 
Do hereby certify, that H E. Teacher of the 
circulating Welch Charity. School in this Pariſh, 
for one Quarter and three Weeks, been careful 
and diligent in inſtructing the poor Children com- 
mitted to his Care to anſwer the Deſign of this 
moſt excellent and charitable Inſtitution; and that 
they have been much edified under his Inſtruction; 
ſeveral of them having been' examined by me 
openly in the Face of the ion, in the 
ſaid Church of Coyty. I do therefore, with the 

D 3 Inha- 
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Inhabitants of the ſaid Pariſh, jointly beg Leave 
to return our ſincereſt and moſt hearty Thanks 


to you, and the other pious and worthy Bene- 
factors, Promoters, and Encouragers of this 
laudable and extenſive Charity; and we ynani- 
 mouſly requeſt a further Continuance of this your 
Favour in the Vinter-Quarter, as it will not an- 
ſwer ſo well now in the Summer. I am, e. 


Tbo. Price, Curate of Coyty. 


Lyn yr Ha, in Elandilo-vawr, Carmarthenſhire, 
, May 23, 1760. 


Reverend S1 R, 


HE limited Time for the circulating 

Welch School, at Lluyn yr Haf in this Pa- 
riſh, is now expired. The Number of Scho- 
. Jars, this laſt Quarter, —— to W 2 ; 
all of them moſt commonly attended. 
Proficiency is an indubitableProof of — 
as well as Ability of their Maſter in his Employ. 
I made frequent Viſits to the School, and examined 
them ſevera] Times publicly in Church, where 
they performed with uch Propriety as gave un- 
ſpeakable Satisfaction to the Auditors, and pro- 
cured no inconſiderable Applauſe to themſelves. 
Though they can no longer enjoy the Benefit of 
a School, yet Catechifing of them ſhall not be 
wanting; as I intend, through God's Help, to 
have them, as often as poſſible to Church, in 
order to be examined in what has been ſo ſea- 
ſonably taught them; yea indeed, and ſo well, 
that to make it beneficial to their immortal Souls, 
nothing remains but the Bleſſing of God. hwy 
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God grant it, That hisWays maybe more known upon 
Earth, and his ſaving Health among all Nations ! 
May the God of all Mercy reward, both in 
Time and Eternity, the Supporters of this moſt 
charitable Inſtitution, and increaſe their Number ; 
and may they all feel that inward Satisfaction, 
that naturally reſults from a Conſciouſneſs of 
Well-doing ; which are the ſincere Wiſhes of 


your, &c. 


Jobn Thomas, Curate of Landebye. 


* 


— 


Llangunadl in Carnarvonſhire, June 16, 1760. 


HEREAS we have been favoured with 
the circulating Welch School for one Quarter 
and -o Weeks in this Pariſh, where we have not 
been provided with a Miniſter to ſerve our Church 
for above theſe ſeven Months paſt, we think our- 
ſelves in bound to acknowledge the great 
Benefit of it without which Charity towards 
us, our poor Children would have been deſtitute of 
all Means of being taught their Duty towards God 
and Man. Therefore, as it is our bounden Duty, 
we moſt earneſtly thank you for this ineſtimable 
Charity ; and as heartily pray that the Founders 
and Promoters of it may never want the glori- 
ous Rewards of all ſuch as urn many to Righte- 
ouſneſs. 

And as we cannot yet apprehend when our 
Church is likely to be ſupplied with a Miniſter to 
ſerve it, we, whoſe Names are ſubſcribed hereunto, 
earneſtly beg the Continuance of the ſaid School 
D 4 | tor 
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Pay and Year above written. 
Robert Jobn, Thomas Robert, Churchwardens. 


Morgan Hughbes, Ellis Edmund, 
Metbuſelah Griffubs, Evans Jones, deren 
Jobs Griffub, 


——ů—— — — — . —ę— 


Cenarth in Carmartbenſbire, June 30, 1760. 


Reverend S1s, 


HIS is to certify, that C— the Velcb 
Schoolmaſter here, has behaved well, lead- 
ing a ſober and regular Life, and has taught 
Dis Scholars exceeding well, as appeared by their 
Examination, conſidering their ſeveral Capacities 
and Years. 

It is not eaſy to expreſs what a deal of Good 
was done here and elſewhere by the Welch 
Schools z Children, as well as others of 'riper Years, 
do by Nature grovel under thick Darkneſs and 
groſs Ignorance : But by the Bleſſing of God on 
theſe ' Means, both Youths and Adults too are 
inſtructed. Grown People, upon hearing Chil- 
dren examined, are put in mind of their Duty 
to God, their Neighbours, and themſelves. That 
would pleaſe to continue the ſaid Schoolmaſter 
for another Quarter, for the further Improve- 
ment of the Young and Old, is the Deſire of me 
and my Pariſhioners ; that divine Providence may 
bleſs all pious Endeavours for the Advancement 
of our holy Religion, are the earneſt Wiſhes 
gh Se. 


David Davies, Vicar of Cenarth. 
Llanbamlach 
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| mlach in Brecnockſpire, July 6, 1760, 


* 
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Reverend 81 R, 


AVING examined the Children belonging 
H to the ci ing Welch School, publicly in 
'hurch at the Time of divine Service, and alſo 
at School, I can with as much Truth as Plea- 
ſure, give you the Satisfaction of being informed, 
that their Proficiency exceeded my moſt ſanguine 
Expectations. The Time in which they enjoyed 
the Bleſſing of being taught indeed was bu 
ſhort, being no more than Three Months; but 
their Improvement is. great. Their whole * 
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ber was about Nfty- tuo; moſt of them 


Foy 15 
About Thirty can repeat urch Ca- 
y well, and make Reſponſes to 


daily. 
techiſm 


ſeveral ſuch Queſtions as are relative to the Funda- 


mentals of our moſt holy Religion. 

Senſible of the Good that muſt, through 
the Bleſſing of God, accrue from ſuch Se- 
minaries of ſacred Knowledge, my Pariſhioners 
Join with me in moſt ardent Wiſhes for the 
Preſervation and Increaſe of ſuch charitable Hands, 
as aſſiſt towards the Support of ſo truly pious an 
Inſtitution. May the God of all Mercy reward 
them an Hundred-fold! I am, c. 


Jobn Thomas, Curate of Landebye. 


_—_— 
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Llangynoyd in Glamorganſhire, July 21, 1760. 


Reverend 81 R, f 


HE Favour of a Nich Charity Schoot 
within this Pariſh, for this laſt Quarter, is 
gratefully acknowledged by the Pariſhioners and 
myſelf. The Children tayght here have 
.made great Improvement. They can read toler- 
ably well, excepting ſome few Beginners, and 
have got the Church Catechiſm by Heart, which 
they publicly anſwered in Church, to the great 
Satisfaction of the Pariſhioners. I ſhould not 
here omit doing the Maſter the Juſtice of letting 
you know, once more, that he is a careful Pains- 
taking Man, of a ſober exemplary Life; and, ſo 
far as I can ſee, in every Reſpe& well qualified 
for undertaking the Care of a Welch School. We 
have Reaſon to hope, that the good Seed ſown 
in 
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in theſe little Nurſeries of Religion, if duly wa- 
tered and nouriſhed, by a regular perſevering 
Uſe of all the Means of Grace, will in Time 
grow up, and bear Fruit, to the eternal Happineſs 
of theſe poor Objetts, and the endleſs Joy and 
Glory of the generous Promoters of their Chriſ- 
tian Education: Which is the ardent Wiſh, and 
ſincere Prayer of, &c. 


To. Griffiths, Curate of Llangynoyd. 
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Maenor-divy, in Pembrokeſhire, Auguſt 16, 1760. 


Reverend S1n, 


HIS is to certify, that T Maſter of the 
Welch Charity School in this Pariſh, has 

with the Diligence and Aſſiduity diſ- 
charged himſelf in his Calling, for one Quarter, 
which ended about a Forinight ſince. I have 
often examined his Scholars, both in private and 
public, in the Church Catechiſm, which moſt of 
them knew perfectly well; and many could re- 
peat 'a good Portion of your Expoſition thereon, 
and anſwer many Queſtions relative to the Fun- 
damentals of Religion. The Schoolmaſter had 
his Lodging at a pious Gentlewoman's Houſe in 
this Pariſh ; and by his indefatigable Care and In- 
duſtry in the Night, after School Time, taught 
moſt of her Family to read tolerably well. She, 
willing to that which is ſo happily be- 
gun, together with the Parents of the happy 
Children that have been under his Care, do moſt 
earneſtly deſire, they may be favoured with the 
Continuance of the ſaid Schoolmaſter for one 
| Quarter 


Cemmes in Mont 7 
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22 I and my Pariſhioners examined 
Children in their Catechiſm. And we muſt 
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This Requeſt I do readily comply with, by certify- 


| . 
Laugharne in Carmartbenſoire, Sept. 14, 1760. | 


Reverend Six, | 

ſhew the great Uſe and Benefit of teaching 
Children to read their Maker's Law, 
inſtructing them in the Principles of Chriſ- 
tianity, at the Time when they are moſt capable 
of receiving Inſtruction, will req 


for the Peruſal of the Public, I refer them to the 

ſeveral Letters by you wrote on that Subject. 
Thar which » and to be required 

of me, for the Satisfaction of yourſelf, and other 


_ Promoters and Encouragers of Chriſtian Piety, is 


a Certificate of the Proficiency the Children in the 
Charity School lately erected in this Town, under 
their Maſters D D— and R J have made. 


ing that I have ſeveral Times laſt Summer queſ- 
tioned them in the Catechiſm during divine Ser- 
vie in CON, Cs th found 
them deficient in anſwering any Queſtion pro- 
.I have alſo lately examined them i 

School in your Expoſition of the Baptiſma! Vom, 
when they not only anſwered, but even exceeded 
my Expectation. But being there are ſeveral 
ſmall Children there, whoſe Parents are unable to 
pay for their Education, and whoſe Minds cannot 


de expected to be ſo ſuſceptible of Inſtruction as 


thoſe d riper Years, it is to be that you 
will take their Welfare into further Conſidera- 
tion, and continue your Beneficence for ano- 
ther Half Tear, and favour them with the ſame 
Maſters. Which if you will be pleaſed to 3 


. 


pious ing. 72 
every other Expedient ns 4 
of Iniquity, to the Advancement of true Reli- 
gion, and to bring Souls to the Knowledge of God 
and our Saviour, be made Uſe of, and continued, 
is the hearty Prayer of, Cc. 


Wall. Davies, Curate. 


C06) 
An Account of the Circulating and Catechetical 


WEL cx CHanriTy ScnooLls, 


FROM 
Michaelmas 17 59, to Michaelmas 1760. 


In theſe Schools (ſupported by the Charitable Bene- 
factions of the Well-diſpoſed, whom we pray 
Gop to bleſs and reward) Men, Women and 

Children, being ignorant of the Engliſþ Tongue, 

are taught to read their native Britiſh Language, 

and catecbetically inſtructed every Day they are 
at School, and many in the Night who cannot 

2 in the Principles and Duties of 
eligion, out of the Church Catechiſm, and the 

Explanation of it, for Four or Five, and ſome- 

times for Six Months, or longer, as thoſe who 

deſire to learn have need of them; and at ſuch 

Times of the Year, as the Poor can beſt ſpare 

from their Labours to attend them. 


Welch Charity Schools 
in Angleſea. 

Ne of 
taught Scholars. In- Ae 
Llngeinwen P. Ch. 344 Sul Par. Ch. 

© Llanfige! Par. Ch. 33 Llecheyn farvy P. Ch. 49 
Llanfwrog Par. Ch. 44] Llanfacbraetb P. C. 42 
Hen- Egkoys Par. Ch. 37 Llanfaclog P. Ch. 53 
Llanieſtyn Par. Ch. 68 Rb6ſcalyn Par. Ch. 33 
 Bryngwydrin in Llanbadrig Par. Ch. 40 

| Llanidan Par. { **| Pen-mynydd P. Ch. 46 
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Carried over 257 Carried over 550 


Where 


| New my 2 Par $ 


Pendderi in Llane- 
gwad Pariſh 
1 . 


in Cenarth Par. 
hs 5 Howel in 


Abarcowyn Par. 
Draga na in ditto 


Blaen-y-wayn olen 


in Trelech a' 
Bette Par. 


e 


2 js 
b 


Llanvi bange 
Abarbyihycb Par. 
Ty newydd in 
ad — 
Sticlau in Llang 


Laugbarne Town 


| Rhos y Maen in 10 


Llandilo-vawr P. 
Bryn y Maen in do. 


Carried over 1 


Brought over 2372 


In Carmarthenſhire. 


. 
thycb Pariſh 


| 
| 


N 
| 
, 


20 


38 


64 


Scholars, 
—— over 2978 
Lletty-mawr in 
Llanegwad Par. 1 ** 
Aberarad inCenartbP. 38 
1 — in ditto 62 
38 Village 36 
3 | Blaenau in Llandelye P. 52 


2 


2 yr Hf in 
Llandilo-vawr P. 


25 
11 
Pen y Bauli in ditto 8 
3 Dal. y Saeſon in ditto 5 
Pg -back in 
22 Par. 
. in g 
bney Par. * of 
Night — by do. 40 
Felin fach inLlandy- 
byddar Pariſh 52 
Night Scholars in do. 25 
e in Henllan- TJ _ 
amgoed Pariſh 51 
Coecdeiddig in Pen- 8 
| carreg Pariſh 3 
Night Scholars in do. 35 
60 | Llanwinio Par. Ch. 70 
Ty- J. i a in ditto 
Clos y Graig in Jo % 
Largeler Par. 4 


E 


Night Scholars in do. 47 
Plas y Parce in 


Penboyr Pariſh 1 3 
Llanegwad Par. 17 


Night Scholars in do. 18 


lo-vawr Pariſh 4 72 
Henllan-amgoed P. Ch. 62 
Wern in Lanartbney P. 8 1 
NightScholarsnear do. 21 
Llanginin Par. Ch. 14 
Plis y Guer in 

5 


Llanvibangel 
Abarcowyn Par. 
Landowror Pariſh Ch. 18 


| 


enmain 4 
Carnguwch P. Ch. 45 
Aberdaron Par. Ch. 33 
Ty zewydd in GyffinP.35 
Llan ing P. Ch. 39 
Mellteyrn Par. Ch. 37 
Beltws y Coed P. Ch. 37 
Llandwrog Par. Ch. 26 


| Lianieftyn Par. Ch. 54 


Llanarmon Par, Ch. 31 
Bedg-Celert Par. Ch. 4; 
Dolwyddelan P. Ch. 32 
Llangwnad! P. Ch. 45 
Bodvean Par, Ch. 32 
LlecheiddioriaLlan- 6 

vibangel — 4 
Corſer in ditto 43 
Llangian P. Church 20 
Llanllyfui Par. Ch. 37 
Llannor Par. Ch. 27 


Carried over 4782ʃ 


Carried over 5736 


Where No of 
Brought over 3736 


( & ) 
Where 


Llanfibangel Ba- 
chellaeth P. Ch. 9 


Llanbedrog P. Ch. 18 


£8 
Maes-l:'wrf in Llan- 


fair TdlbaiarnP. \ ** | 


Llanynys Par. Ch. 
Llanbedr Par. Ch. 53 
Langerniw Par. Ch. 36 
Crinlle in LlanſannanP. 34 

6070 

In G anſbire. 

Abardare Village 
Colvinſton Village 
Lanbaran Village 


Dyffryn Mill in 


Bun. Ia in the 


vpper Hamlet of + 29 


31 
4 


42 


Bryn Cetbin in St 


| 


Peterſt 
Ilg the Hamlet of 
. 


on wper Montem 3g 


Lhwydgoed in 
Aberdare Par. 


Ge Vi Minor P. 


ty Villa 
Gl [Caſtle W. 


5 


 Llanbletbian Village 25 
Trallum in Triſſent 8 
Hamlet e 


Laleſton 


Chapel in Llan- 
triſſent Par. 


 wwNear Talygarn 3 
1 


Carried over 6263 


2 Garihęynyd in 
Gelliger Par. 1 
Felin fach in St | 
Brides Minor*s P. 1 0 
Burthin Village in 3 
Mg 1 
ach in L 
4 noyd Pariſh 1 30 
e in -1 
2 ram — 
. in ditto 30 
Ty'r Pwyf in ls 
newinor Par, ( * 
Cwm-brombil in 8 
Weſt-Margam 13 
Pen yr-be in Þ} 
Llandilotalybont ( 52 
Bolegoed in ditto 59 
Carried over 6865 


E 2 


- 


No of 
Scholars. 
| Brought over 6865 
Llandilotalybont P. C. 77 
6942 

In Merionetbſbire. 


Pennal Par. Ch. 
Gwyddelwern P. Ch. 
Andre in Llan- 
12 Pariſh 

y Groes in 
Llanymowddwy P. 


Ty — in Dol- 1 


gelley Pariſh 
Penrbyn Docter in 
2 Pariſh 


Trawsfynydd P. Ch. 38 
Llandrillo Par. Ch. 


Penrhyn bach ar 
Towyn Par. 29 


eril in 


p Celynnin Par. 29 
— in Gwyddel- 

wern Pariſh 34 
Lanbedr Par. Ch. 


18 
Brithdir i he . 


Carried over 7450 


| taught 


( 68 ) 


Where Noe of 
Scholars. 
Brought over 7450 


In Monmouthſhire. 


Cwmbrane in Llan- 
vrechva Pariſh 1 
In the upper End 
of Cwmbranein d* 1 15 

The lower Part of 

Glaſcoed in 45 36 

baddock Pariſh | 
Mynydaiftwyn 
Pariſh Church 
Brynbyddyn in Bod- 2 26 
cs boa —_ 


— in in 
Trevethin Pariſh 


Gellygryg in Abery/- 
tryth Pariſh 


Ty dan y wal in 6 
Hteryferyth Par. 4 * 
Panty Hforeſt in ditto 30 

Twyn yr Hychod in, 
Trevethin Pariſh 4 ** 
Another School 


near Mynyddiſ- | 


hoyn Church 


Carried over 7789 


wy 


— Near Geytrey Ch. - 


L 
C 


0 093 


ht Scholars. taught Scholars. 
Brought over 7789 Brought over 8 132 


Llanvibangel- Pen- 

bedw P. Ch. 5 

Llanfyrnach P. Ch. 28 
- Mair P. C. 33] Moor in I lanſyrnachP. g 


1 


Mont gomeryſbire. 


Cemmes P. Church 28 Parſanage in Letter- 


— ſown Pariſh | 33 
785 ;ol Letlerftawn Village | 35 


| | in ditto 
In Pembrokeſhire. Night Scholars in * 
Llanfairnantgwy 
n in Pariſh Cd — 
Maenordivy P. 51 Ted y Rbiw in 
Llangan Par. Ch. 42; Penrbzdd Par. ; 
Hiraeth in Llau- 4\Cilgerran P. Church 53 
 wallteg Pariſh 123 Town 38 
Pont-faen inWhite- St Dogmels P. Ch. 45 


Felin y dyffryn- 224 including 18 
matur in ditto Night Scholars. 

Morfa in Caſtellan P. 2 3; Llanychaer P. Ch. 51 
Llanllawer P. Ch. 42 Tannerdy in Cilgerran 40 
Maenordivy P. Ch. 38 Foord Chapel in 
— Heyſcaftle Pariſh. f 17 
Carried over 8132 — 
8687 


Total Number of Schools 215 
Number of Scholars 8687 


church Pariſh 30 Letterſlown P. C "? 
57 


"Roh 


2 
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- The Number of Wilth Ciriziry Scho and 
* Senor ans for Twenty Four Years paſt *, 


Senools. Scuct.anh. 


In the Year 1737 — 37 — 2400 
1738— 71 ——— 3981 
1739 71 — 3989 
| — I50 —— $767 
128 — 7995 
89 — F123 
2 1 | 0298 
r 
116 — * 
110 — $5643 


142 — 6543 
130 — 6244 


199 — 5% 
154 — 118 
. — 7035 
172 — 7063 
1212 — 220 — 9237 


1758 — 218 — 9834 


1759 — 206 — 85 
1760 — 215 — $6 


Total=3185 


#78 7 &- 


129 —— $669 


22 


150212 


136 — 6223 _ 


* 


